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Focus on scientific content of the projects:
 EU contribution paid on basis of activities completion. Not 

linked to successful outcome
 1 single lump sum contribution for the entirety of the project 

(brokendown by beneficiary only – NOT per work package)
 Once Lump Sum contribution established, the costs actually 

incurred are not relevant. The budget table included in the 
proposal is not included in the grant agreement - Full flexibility 
regarding transfer between costs categories

 Right for grant portability remains for PIs
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ERC Lump Sum funding - principles

│



2 main options:
1. Fixed lump sum amount (in Call for proposals). Same amount 

for all projects => ERC Proof of Concept (since ERC WP 
2019)

2. Lump sum amount is defined by the proposals activities and 
resources needed (different for each project) => AdG as from 
ERC WP 2024 (NEW)
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ERC Lump Sum funding – Lump Sum type

│



• Proposals include a budget based on estimated costs related 
to activities 

• Budget is assessed during evaluation (resources justification 
and costs plausibility)

 

• Lump sum amount defined by project (different for each 
project) and capped at funding scheme ceiling (2,5 mio + 1 mio 
additional funding)

• 1 single lump sum contribution for the entirety of the project
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ERC Lump Sum – AdG 2024 



Identical to actual costs model:
 Specific template available on Portal
 Activities must be described in DoA
 Detailed breakdown of costs estimates
 Same eligibility conditions

Only differences:
 Information on person-month needed
 Equipment depreciation table
 Structure of narrative section │ 5

ERC Lump Sum funding – Proposal submission

│



│ 6

Information on person-month - Budget table (part A)

All other cost 
categories remain 

the same

Person months

Average monthly costs 
(automatic calculation)

New cost fields for AdG 2024



│ 7

Equipment depreciation table – New annex 

 Excel template will be a mandatory attachment to be uploaded at submission (IT development to 
have it as part of the online submission forms and linked to budget table not ready)

 Guidance to be provided to list items for which several units may be requested (i.e., centrifuges, 
laptops)

 Guidance to be provided on how to encode fully capitalized costs items
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Narrative section – New structure

 Single box split in 6 
sub-sections (text 
boxes) to provide a 
more structured format 
for PIs to justify 

 Overall character limit 
to justify resources 
extended from 8.000 
to 10.000 character



Identical to actual costs model:
 Evaluation criteria: Scientific Excellence only
 Costs estimates assessed based on proposed activities
 Budget cuts – if any - to be justified in ESR

Only difference:
 More in-depth assessment of costs estimates (i.e. reasonable 

and non-excessive) to ensure sound financial management
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ERC Lump Sum funding – Proposal Evaluation

│



Identical to actual costs model:
 Responsibilities of activities, and related resources, must be 

clearly described for each participant

Only differences:
 Detailed budget table included in the proposal is removed from 

the GA
 Full flexibility regarding transfer between costs categories during 

implementation
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ERC Lump Sum funding – Grant Preparation

│



 80% prefinancing to ensure cash-flow

 1 scientific mid-term report to assess progress and 
deviations

 1 single payment at the end of the project
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ERC Lump Sum funding – Reporting/payment 

│

0

80% pre-
financing
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Final (scientific & 
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Lump sum fully paid when all the work has been carried 
out, and also if 

 All essential tasks completed, and/or
 Equivalent tasks have been carried out, and/or 
 Deviations have been duly justified. 

Otherwise partial completion:
Lump sum paid partially in line with the degree of completion 
(contradictory procedure) at the end of the project 
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ERC Lump Sum funding – Reporting/payment (2)



Only proper implementation (not on costs) & compliance 
with non-financial obligations (e.g. ethics, procurement 
procedures, PI time commitments)

Keeping records:
 Technical documents
 Publications, prototypes, deliverables
 Documentation required by good research practices (e.g. lab 

books)
 Document proving implementation in line with DoA
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ERC Lump Sum funding – Ex-post Audits

│



Major reduction of administrative burden:
 Remove all obligations on costs reporting (incl. personnel costs)

 No more time-sheets or other document supporting actual cots 
incurred

 No more financial audits
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ERC Lump Sum funding - simplifications

│
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AdG-2024 Timeline – ERC Work Programme 2024

│
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